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SEIU "Purple Gold"
program looks to

SEIU 1199 leader Darrin Howell met with the Local
888 Executive Board to describe his union's young
member outreach and education program.

At 1199, young members meet on the first Friday of
the month to network and socialize. Often they have a
guest speaker or show a movie. The union provides
real food — not pizza!

Secretary-Treasurer Brenda Rodrigues has
requested that any under 35-year-old members
interested in starting up a similar program at Local
888 to contact her at 617 241-3300 or email
brodrigues@seiu888.org

Members urged to
volunteer for Raise Up

This fall, Raise Up Massachusetts is engaged in
campaigns for three critical issues: the Fair Share
Amendment, Paid Family and Medical Leave, and
Raising the Minimum Wage/ Fight for $15. Will you
pledge to gather just 20 signatures of voters to help
gualify Raising the Minimum Wage and Paid Family
Medical Leave for the ballot, should these proposals
be unsuccessful in the legislature?

To get involved in this exciting grassroots movement,
contact rwilson@seiu888.0org or visit RaiseUp.org.
Please also consider a small contribution to support

Raise Up!
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Local 888 member running
Malden

Local 888 Committee on Political Action members
met on May 23 at the Malden American Legion.
Members discussed the upcoming special elections in
Massachusetts as well as local elections happening
across the state. Stephen Winslow (center), an
SEIU Local 888 member and candidate for City
Council At-large in Malden was the special guest.
Malden School Committee's Emmanuel Marsh who
is an Local 888 member also attended.

Don't miss the next
Committee on Political
Action meeting

To defend ourselves from attacks by privatizing
employers, extreme right political foundations and
the influence they have on our elected officials,
members need both power on-the-job and a strong
voice in politics. That's why members are urged to
participate in the upcoming Committee on Political
Action meeting: Tuesday, June 20, from 6:30 —
8:30pm at the Somerville Community Room, 50
Middlesex Avenue, Somerville, MA 02143 (Orange
Line to the new Assembly Sq. T stop.)

For more information contact Local 888 Political
Organizer Joe Lazzerini at 617.241.3369 or
jlazzerini@seiu888.org



mailto:rwilson@seiu888.org
https://secure.raiseupma.org/page/contribute/support-raise-up-massachusetts
https://secure.raiseupma.org/page/contribute/support-raise-up-massachusetts
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Supreme Court expected
to rule out Fair Share fees

The Supreme Court is expected to make a ruling on
"Janus v. AFSCME," a case that has the potential to
overturn a 1977 decision that sanctioned public
sector unions to deduct "Fair Share" fees from non-
members for the costs associated with collective
bargaining and contract enforcement services.

Mark Janus, the worker in this case, argued that
being forced to pay fees to a union he chooses not to
belong to violates his First Amendment rights. Unions
have countered that the fees are necessary to cover
non-members' share of the costs associated with
collective bargaining. The Supreme Court filing tees-
up the same issue it deadlocked on last year in
Friedrichs v. California Teachers Association. With
Neil Gorsuch now on the court, it seems likely "Janus"
will prevail.

With support from the SEIU headquarters, Local 888
leaders are planning better membership
communications and expanded leadership in every
chapter. Members will need to be engaged on an
unprecedented scale to preserve the gains of
collective bargaining and win future fights for
economic and social justice.
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Together We Rise: SEIU
leaders gather for national
strategy session
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Hundreds of SEIU leaders and staff from across the
country gathered in Chicago on May 24-25 for a
national strategy session anticipating a national
Supreme Court ruling allowing non-members to opt-

out of paying fair share fees.

www.seiu888.org

Rally for public education!
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Local 888 leaders and staff joined thousands of
teachers and school support personnel for a rally on
May 20 on the Boston Common against efforts by
Trump, DeVos, Baker and Peyser to gut our public
education system. Speakers demanded full funding,
debt-free higher education and the schools our
communities deserve. The rally was sponsored by
Massachusetts Education Justice Alliance a coalition
of parents, students, educators, and community and
labor allies.

Public defenders make
gains on organizing rights

For the fifth year in a row, staff at the Committee on
Public Counsel Services (CPCS) are working to win
legislation to establish collective bargaining rights.

The chart below shows the substantial progress the
CPCS staff have made convincing legislators to
become co-sponsors of their legislation.

CPCSs staff will be having a statewide meeting on
June 17 in Worcester to plan their political strategy to
achieve a favorable vote in the legislature.

2017-2018

190th General Court of

Majority
1/2+1 (+50%)
81 House
21 Senate

Super Majority
2/3 (66%)
107 House

2017 Session #3
113 House
28 Senate

2015 Session #2
35 House
6 Senate
Cosponsors

H.1426/5.1426
An Act relative to the collective bargaining
rights for employees of the Committee for
Public Counsel Services.

2013 Session #1
14 House
Cosponosors

©® Republican Co-sponsor

% ® Democratic Co-sponsor
© O Republican Seat

O Democratic Seat

® Known Opposition

MASSACHUSETTS HOUSE AND SENATE

The Massachusetts legislature consists of the House of Representatives (160) and Senate (40),
making up 200 seats on Beacon Hill



The Spark

Local 888 organizer
moves on!

Local 888 Organizing Director Rudy Renaud was
offered an opportunity she simply could not refuse.
After nearly four years with Local 888 and many
union organizing victories, Rudy has moved on to
work with the Mass Nurses Association in a job that
allows her to work closer to home.

Local 888 staff celebrated her accomplishments with
cake and a party. "On behalf of all the executive
board and staff of Local 888 we wish her well," said
Mark DelloRusso.

New Local 888 Executive
Board member sworn in
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Local 888 member William Lapsley was sworn in as
a new Executive Board member by President Mark
DelloRusso at the union's board meeting on May 17.
"I worked with Bill for years at the Lottery," said
DelloRusso. "He will bring wisdom and integrity to our
board and strong leadership to our union" Lapsley
replaces Mike Kelly who recently retired.
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Local 888 members take
advantage of Labor Guild
education opportunities

The Labor Guild had one of its largest graduating
classes (pictured on top) including former Executive
Board member Mike Kelly (above right) and Local
888 organizer DJ Cronin who were awarded
diplomas after completing the Guild's Spring
semester. The next round of classes will be Monday
nights from 6:30-9:00 pm, Sept. 11 through Nov. 13.

Members can sign up for classes on Media,
Messaging, and The Labor Movement; ABC's of
Arbitration; The Steward's Job; Collective Bargaining;
Employee Benefits Are No Longer Fringes,
Leadership at Every Level, Next Steps For Stewards,
and Persuasive Public Speaking.

Local 888 can provide scholarships. For more info
visit: http://bit.ly/2shmuTd
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SEIU Local 888 had a good turnout at the Labor Guild's
workshop on "Unlocking the Mysteries of Just Cause" held
on June 5. Pictured left to right are Leigha Earl (BPHC),
Peter Cavicchio (BPHC), Charlotte Killam (BW&S),
Jorge Vargas, (BPS) Rand Wilson (Local 888), and
Damali Simmonds (BW&S)


http://laborguild.com/product/fall-2017-school-of-labor-management-relations/
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Solidarity Rally with Logan Airport
Workers

Thu, June 15, 11:30am — 1:30pm
East Boston Memorial Park, 143 Porter St, East WILD 31st Annual Summer Institute

Boston,( Bl ue Line T to ° Ai rwomen Fighting for Social, Economic and
Low-wage workers are fighting for dignity, Racial Justice. June 23 - 25, 2017

respect and a living wage at Logan Airport. Bridgewater State University, 131 Summer

Members are urged to take action on June 15th Street, Bridgewater, MA 02324

at Logan Airport to help them win. The Women's Institute f
At a time when the airline industry is KL THE Development (WILD) is a multiracial,

raking in billions of dollars in record %9y multicultural women's
profits, subcontracted workers at founded in 1986 by women labor

the nation's airports are working for activists and labor educators to

poverty wages and struggling to empower women to become effective

cover basic necessities like food, leaders in their workplaces, unions,

housing, and health care. This is communities and in the Massachusetts
un-acceptable. The airport should labor movement.

be a source of good jobs for the people who
live and work in Boston.

Local 888 has Summer Institute
scholarships for members! Contact: Brenda
Rodrigues 617-241-3300 or email

Committee on Political Action meeting  brodrigues@seiu888.org

Tuesday, June 20, 6:30 — 8:30pm

Somerville Community Room

50 Middlesex Avenue

Somerville, MA 02143

For more information contact Local 888 Political
Organizer Joe Lazzerini at 617.241.3369 or
jlazzerini@seiu888.org

Member
Benefits

Westwood Town Hall Local 888 member Frank
Chillemi retired and resigned from the local's
Executive Board. Mark and Brenda presented Frank
with a certificate of appreciation at his last meeting on
May 17.

; . o » Do you want to distribute the Spark
Discover all the new benefits to your coworkers?

available exclusively to SEIU members! To receive multiple copies of the Spark, indicate
LEARN MORE how many copies you would like on an online

subscription form at: http://tinyurl.com/z713jdm or
www.seiumb.com just email the information to: rwilson@seiu888.orqg
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